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Annual Report 2023-24

Overview:

‘Overheard a university student say “Arctic Monkeys were my dad’s favourite band when | was
little.” The passage of time is relentless, unfathomable, cruel, and unforgiving.” — Dr Matt Farr

2023-24 has been a year of change in the Department and the Museum, but in the library, things
have been remarkably stable, and the year has essentially been routine. In September 2023 both
Librarian Jack Dixon and Senior Library Assistant Laura Burgazzi virtually attended the Chartered
Institute of Library and Information Professionals Rare Book & Special Collections special interest
group conference, on the theme of ‘Old Hands, New Ideas’. This conference was a valuable
networking opportunity to meet colleagues across the sector in the UK, exchange ideas and best
practice, and start the academic year enthused with ideas. Also in September, on the 8, 9" & 10"
we delivered five talks for Open Cambridge, which were fully booked and attended, with 110
members of the public getting the chance to explore the treasures of the library collections.
Cambridge Festival

After bidding a fond farewell to Heather Rowland at the end of the 2022-23 academic year, we were
pleased to welcome HPS Part Il student Charlotte Duckett to the invigilation team in October.
Charlotte has long been an enthusiastic presence around the library, and in 2021-22 completed a
three-week work experience placement with us, so it was wonderful to have her as part of the team.

One change we made this year was to combine the ‘Science in Print’ and Material Sources seminar
series under one overarching branding banner as ‘Print & Material Sources’. This unifies the offering
in a way that makes sense of the focus on the materiality of both objects and books that are
discussed over the sessions. As in previous years, the course ran successfully, was well attended,
and inspired several exceptionally high-quality essays from our MPhil cohort.

As usual, library inductions were offered as a drop-in session in the first full week of term,
Information Literacy and Research Data Management training was offered to Part Ill, MPhil, and
incoming PhD students, and training on a 1-2-1 basis continued throughout the year.

An active programme of exhibits of rare book & special collection material was continued
throughout the year; in Michaelmas Term Discovering Past Readers by HPSM MPhil Eleanor Brittain
explored evidence of ownership and types of usage in across aspects of the collection, and in Lent



Term Dr Edwin Rose curated 200 Years of Scientific Publishing at the Cambridge Philosophical
Society, celebrating a substantial gift of material pertaining to the Society’s journals to the Whipple
Collection. Over the summer we have been preparing an exhibit celebrating the centenary of the
birth of HPS Department founder, Mary Hesse.

We have continued to offer, in conjunction with the Whipple Museum ‘Medicine and Anatomy
through Time’ sessions. Thanks to a block booking from Caius Schools Outreach and Liaison officer in
Lent term, we delivered significantly more sessions than in previous years. 35 sessions were
delivered in total to around 550 high school, home school, and summer school students, from Key
Stage 4 through to Undergraduate level across the year.

In March Laura was able to attend a three-day course studying the history of Early Modern
bookbinding in Shrewsbury. She has been preparing an upcoming exhibit based on her experience
gained on the course showcasing unusual bindings in the Whipple collection.

The library has benefitted throughout the year by having new lighting installed throughout. This is
now LED based and should represent a significant energy saving, and therefore a greener way to
light the library. We await a full-scale redecoration, but have taken advantage of opportunities
presented to install four new objects on display in the Old Library, and have a number of pictures
mounted in the Old Library and in the area around the Bridge cupboard, which has improved the
look of area.

As always, the library is busy and popular throughout the year, and functions as the laboratory, and
heart, of the Department. We continue to receive extremely positive feedback from our students,
student reps, academics, and other service users.

All'in all, a busy and productive year, and more stable than recent years. Long may it continue!
Collections:

We have continued to grow the collections in response to research needs, reader requests, and
reading list requirements. Altogether this year we added 591 items to the collection, broken down
into the following areas:

e Main Library: 359
e Oversized: 8

e Reference: 14

e Reserve: 12

e Periodicals: 54

e Store: 11

e Ebooks: 120

The store items, as usual, offer exciting potential for original research, and enhance the collections
existing strengths. They are:

185:53 Hope, Till the doctor comes and London: Religious [18717]
George H. how to help him / Tract
Society
185:54 Torlais, Réaumur. (Un esprit Paris, [1936]
Jean. encyclopédique en dehors
de "L'Encyclopédie".)
D'aprés des documents




inédits. [With plates,
including portraits and
facsimiles, and a
bibliography.].

Housed in Galilei, Galileo a madama Cristina di | Padova: Tipogr 1896
Museum Galileo, Lorena (1615). Salmin [i.e.
Store E703 1564-1642, 1897]
D.12 author.
STORE Kant, Immanuel Kant's Critique of | London: Macmillan | 1933.
BUCHDAHL Immanuel, pure reason /
27 1724-1804.
STORE REF Linné, Carl Incrementa botanices Holmiae : Typis LL [1753]
FILE 1:16 von, 1707- proxime praeterlapsi Grefing
1778, semiseculi ...
praeses.
STORE REF Netto, Die Kunst der Stereoplastik Quedlinburg | Drud und 1841.
FILE 1:17 Friedrich oder dess Abformens, und Leipzig : | Berlag von
August Giessens, Ausdriickens, Gottfr
Wilhelm, Cachirens und Bildens der Basse
author. verschiedenartigsten
Gegenstande des
Unterrichts, des Luxus und
der Mode; aus Gyps,
Papiermasse, Harzmasse,
Hausenblase, Alaun,
leichtflissigen
Metallmischungen u. s. w.
fur Gewerbetreibende /
STORE REF The West Briton and Truro : publisher [1810-
FILE 1:18 Cornwall advertiser. not 19277]
identified
STORE Ypey, Introductio in materiem Harlingae Lugduni 1799.
185.49 Adolph, medicam : In usum Batavorum
1749-1820. | tyronum.
STORE Corner, Anatomy / New York : PB Hoeber | 1930.
185:40 George Inc
Washington,
1889-
STORE185:48 | Halsted, Investigation : or, Travelsin | London: Smith 1846.
Caroline A. the boudoir / Elder and
1803 or Co
1804-1848
(Caroline
Amelia),
STORE Wallace, My life : a record of events London: Chapman 1905.
185:50/51 Alfred and opinions / & Hall
Russel,
1823-1913.
STORE Wallace, My life : a record of events London: Chapman 1905.
185:50/51 Alfred and opinions / & Hall




Russel,

1823-1913.
STORE Chesterton, | Eugenics and other evils, London, Cassell 1922.
185:52 G. K. 1874- New York,

1936.

(Gilbert

Keith),

Librarian: Jack Dixon

Senior Library Assistant: Laura Burgazzi

Invigilators: Alex Van Dijk, Amelia Urry, Charlotte Duckett, Rhianna Elliot, Sheryl Wombell




